


Oyez, Oyez, Oyez!

One of my gavornite amusements, as a child, was attending court.
and the sessions drew

Count s held three times a yean 4in ounr co z
an adudience that comprised most of the able bodied pecple for miles

around. Farmers came to town in the monning, brninging theirn wives and children
with them, and spent the day. Thein buying, and sefling, and trading wenre
all a part of the incidental activities of count week. 1 can remembern our
noon dimmer fable durning court, swuwounded by countless and casual cousins

grom Greenbank and the Levels,

A bell in the tower of the Counthouse summoned the devotees. Everyone
came. Even the dogs made a point of being present. A water spaniel, belonging
20 a friend of mine, answened every tolling of that bell, whether his family
imet ox not. Whenever the Courthouse bellf rang, he hwuiied to the Courtroom.
He even attended Teachen's Tnstitute until those meetings were moved to the
School. He finally came to be Looked upon as an honored member of the

No wonder Count was an integhal part of my Life, and the Life of my friends:
| were Lawyens; ourn uncles, clenks; and ourn sistens, stenographenrs.
Our houses were grouped around the Countouse. We were 80 close to that
- building and the adjacent jail that our voices camied easily grom one to the other
~ SomeLimes they camried too easily. An old man who had wonrked for us was
juently incarcerated because of his fondness for conn Liquon. His cries

e jaik window were audible, and usually efficacious. "Oh Lord, Oh
' mtt.'mandqetmoutoﬂm place." My father and the

x mind - onbu mu father was a more present
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SomeLime An old man who had worked for us was
His cnies

MMJ fhey casaied oo easily.
éreguently imcarconated because of his fondness for coan Liquon,

gnom the jadl window were audible, and usually efficacious. "Oh Lonrd, Oh

Loor ™ Me would wail." Come and get me out of this place." My ﬁa.thm and the
Load werne both ommiscient {in BULL's mind, - onby my fjather was a more present
help, simce he imvariably badiled BiLL out, and the Lond, seemingly, never paid

muck allention Lo him.

We wsed Lo bet on the outcome of thetrnials, and argue overn ounr gathens'
p owers. Each believed her father to be more efoquent and more persuasive than

the others. Since they were often opposed, defending and prosecuting, we were at
One of my good friends and I battled over a murder case for yeans. And

wan, -toag
Lhes day 1 don't care whether the man was acquited on not, 1 stLL believe

he killed his wife!
Wher we went Lo count we did not sit back in the benches provided for the
on Lookers. No sin, we sat up front with the Lawyens, We were a pant of the Court
» Children and dogs, all cluttered up the bar. We wene pretty well behaved,
whole, quiet and attentive; but not so0 the dogs. Our Tackel, and Mr.
's Rowdy not care for each othen. They wene both Ainedales, somewhat
and sef in thein ways. 1In the midst of an important pam.tmacaae
were Likely to stant growbing and stalk, stigf§ - Legged, around each
- Sometimes the §ight could be au%te.d but occassionally therne was an
attraction in the Court Room - an honest to goodness dog ﬁLght 11 was
m‘utum&, 0f counse, when these Little disturbances broke the continuity of a
Dual. 1 was aften one such fracas that the judge threatened to fine my
father and Mr. HILE fon contempt of count if they brought those damn dogs 4into
he had to be Zied upon court days, thereagter.

the Courtroom again. Poon Tackel!
12 nearly broke his heant.
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Arson, Larceny, and mansfaughter were a part o4 my vocabulary when T vy
We {ollLowed the procedure 04 the cowrtroom and tried cases

sl a baby.
ourselues. They were never very successful, however, because we could noi
{ind, in our number, an impartial fudge. %
We were all secnetly desirous of being called as witnesses. Once my
hopes were atmost nealized. A man broke 4nfo our house one night and was
§ine when my sisten swypnised him. When he was

about to set our house on _
tried 1 felt centain I would at Last receive the coveted summons. 1 was the

envy of my griends. But the thial was carvied on, and a aunu.f:c,tf.un secured,
I was insulted; and besides my chinchilla coat, ¢

without my assistance. _
variety of clothe, don't misunderstand me, which had been soaked with
kerosene by the defendant, was kept in that condition as exhibit A, %o be .
Zo the fjuny; and the kerosene smell never did come ouf.

Since oun town had no movies and few plays, the cowrtroom took the place
0f the theatne with us. When the cuntain rose on an exciting tnial we wout
be in our box seats, the chains fo the night of the Judge. Those were ou
usual places, although duning one June term 1 sat on the open window right
M the jury box. What a week that was; T was afmost on the Juny! We n
An ourn seats straight trhough the performance until noon recess. Then we |
home Zo dinnn n and heard oun fathers' comments on the moanings events. Wh
. fhea on session convened we aired owr fathers’ opinions with the
~ aplomb of veteran junists. We weighed the evidence presented with infi te

IR el site  danfdad obv ~mens Bon Loluna +ha Lansman ad the Jv h
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rosene the degenaant :
g the ju::rr; and the herosene smell never did come out.
Since our town had no movies and few plays, the courtroom took the place

When the cuntain rose on an exciting trial we would
Those wene oun

th ¢ with us.
gg 3‘me§f: seats, the chains to the night of the Judge.
wsual places, although during one June fexrm 1 sai on the open window night
beside the fury box. What a week that was; 1 was almost on the Juny! We x .
in our seats straight trhough the performance until noon necess. Then we . -
home o déinna n and heand oun fatherns' comments on the mornings events., W4 o

the afternoon session convened we ainred our fatherns' opinions with the
We weighed the evidence presented with infinite -

aplomb 04 veteran jurists.
and patience; and we decided the cases Long before the foreman of the Jumny ha
hand ed his Lettle sLip of paper fo the clerk. The outfcome of a trhial held
for us the same fascination that a football score holds for a modern chilc.
Zense hourns of waiting for the verdiet are as neal to ws, even yet, as the !
in my stocking today.
0f counse, it might be supposed that our constant attendance in a couri
e fo ourn characten. Noi s0, the judge and the court, no

nesult 4n some damag
doubt flattened by our frank admiration and negulan attendance, kept a strici
Whenever there was anything of a questionable nature

watch upon our monals.

Zo be introducted into the evidence the judge would moke his announcement.
ALL Ladies and children must Leave the courtroom.” And Annie Lange, the ti
hussy, was always the first to depant!




Musdie - and the Chitd

I spent my childhood and grew up in a small town. That phrase, ghrew up,
4 Leterally twe, for when 1 grew I didn't fool around with inches, 1 grew by

the yard, and {nally attained a mature height which is sLiEL regarded as _
phenomenal; and which 48 not altogether unrelated to my w sical Life, especially

the recitals.

In that age and touwn no female of the species was neganded as a fLady unfess
she had taken, or was taking, music Lessons. By music Lessons we meant piano
fessons. The other musical instruments were sublimely dishegarded. My mother,
0f course, was determined that my social attainments should compare favorably
with my friends’'. She was even ambitious for me. Once she told me that hen joy
would know no bounds if someday 1 could fake cousin Grace's place at the

Presbyterian Church and play fon services!

The question of ability, on talent, on inclination did not enten into con-
of the town music Lessons were 4n the same category
thaining

sdideration. T the 80¢ ¢
with spelling Lessons. They were a necessary part of every young ginks :
To me, they were in the same class with caloged. Only, instead of taking them twice
a year, 1 had o dose fwice a week. The only time 1 Laid a §inger on the piano

I did not practice; when my mother mentioned

was during my half houn Lessons.

the piano, 1 took to the tree tops.

e yeahs go past 1 grow more and more centain that thene {s no musdic in

Aunt Ethel once told me of a relative of herns who said that he

, one was Yankee Doodle and one wasn't. I'm not quite 4in that

cla the "Stan Spangfed Bannen" when 1 hean it, and usually, if the

meLody 44 not Zoo obscure 1 can recognize some of the cuwwrent popular musdic. I

T hear a péece of music about §ifty times 1 can sing it. 0f counse, 1 provide
Aaiions not included in the oniginal scone, and T don't even know what "key"

&

Y T wbhan T am Luno T am ﬂzone.n
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1 did not practice; wnern my smomeee-

s during my half hour Lessons.
the piano, 1 took to the tree tops.

As the years go past 1 grow monre and more centain that there 44 no music in
My Aunt Ethel once told me of a refative of hens who said that he
I'm not quite 4in that

my soul.
kmew Dwo funes, one was Yankee Doodfe and one wasn'f. ;
class. T do know the "Star Spangled Banven" when 1 hean if, and usually, if the
mefody <8 not too obscure I can nrecognize some of the cuwwvrent populan music. 14
I hear a piece of music about fifty times 1 can 4ing {t. O0f course, 1 provide
vardations not included in the oniginal scone, and T don't even hnow what "key"
meand; but 1 can ententain myseld when T am sure 1 am alone.

Nevertheless, 1 took music Lessons for s4ix years. Everny Tuesday and every
Friday T dragged my music xotl and my nelfuctant feet fo Miss Shugro's studio,
and endured a half houn of tortune. Miss Shugho counted time while 1 played.
I never played more than a few bars until T would make a mistake and have to start

As a nesult, T wsually achieved a mechanical khnowledge of the §inst
I would carny

over again.
part of the exencises, but 1 neven hnew anything about the ending. ;
a sheet of music about with me until it §inally wore out and went to pieces, but

I never knew the Last Lines.

Miss Shugno once called hen entire music class togethen and told us she
had decided to give prizes at the end of the yean fon excelfence in oru work.
She was sune that each of us could win a prize if she only tried. We were all
falented, and with our natunal gifts all we needed was a Little practice. This
Special dispensaiion did not bother me at all. 1 went my wsual way and §inally
épring, and the end of the musical yean, arnived. One of my griends told me that
each of us was going to neceive a prize., To say that T was surprised 44 not
« My curiosity knew ne bounds. To save my soul T could not think
I gave Lt up,

musicak excellence of mine that would menit a prize.
Shugno could think of a prize §on me, she was an exceedingly smant Lady.

T




Prize day came, and 1 neceived a prize for afways being on time fon my Lessons!

The part of my musical education 1 hated most, the function that, 1o me,
On this supenb

was an agony almost beyond endunance, was the yearfy nrecital.
occassion the town came to the Opera House en masse Lo hear us play.

An Opera House in a town of Less Zhan two thousand inhabitants is a
i The title, however, is not 4in any way, related to fact,

distinet anachronism.

. but, since the gentleman who buift the edifice thus gancifully dubbed it, it wuis
aliays the "Opera Howse" fo wus. Now it houses some severnal cheviofets and
seaves as a garage, but it 48 ALLLL the Operna House. At different astages 4in
L5 careen it served in varnied capacities. Orniginally stock companies performe
Lhere, and amateur theatricals wene prodeced upon its stage. It was in the couy
of a reheansal fon the "Pied Pipen of Hamelin," to which 1 was Lending my
ancomparable histrionic ability Ain the part of a big grey nat, that 1 saw in tio
shadow of the wings, a gentleman kiss a young Lady. Fon yeans 1 waited for 1 cin
surely fonth coming maviiage. 1 am S8EilL waiting! Basketball games were play:
ﬂlua:: the Amusu Theatne presented "The Diamond From the Sky" and "The Tron
Claw," those wonthy serials of an earlien day, within its pontals. Fon a seaso:
4t became a skating nink. When the Presbytenian Church was being nebuilt oun

es were held thene and unfortunately, during the church era the sigus of 't
A cousin of mine grom New

derwie
gomwer oceuptations still deconated the building.
Beding possesse

: , York, accompanied my mother Lo church there one Sunday monnd

w o Mg'

e 0f a mad and devilish sense of humor he had to be Led, choking, §rom the "churc
"No nevensing," ;

Y

W walls he had nead, "Don't spit on the FLoon."
(ng on the cornens.”" "No Drunks AlfLowed"!

-

.12

o cm an ﬂm'b‘l "o shi
IR Was so embarrassed 1 doubt if she has ever forgiven him.
" T L .
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L, the musical event 0f the year, became a part of the enter. iwnd
era flouse. We, dressed in oun best and scaned to death,

RLFD muik loawd ot 1.onv
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vi were hetd there and unfortunately, during the church era the sigus ot ;s

:::u:‘;cmptutmm atillt deconated the building. A cousin of mine éma;gum § it

Vork, accompanied my mothea to church there one Sunday monning. Being posses o4

of @ mad and devilish sense of humor he had to be Led, choking, from the "chy x|
H”ﬂ‘ }lﬂumiﬂg,"

upon whose walls he had read, "Don't spit on the Floorn.”
Twenty Cents an Hours," "No skidding on the comnens." "No Drunks AlLowed"!

mother was s0 embarrassed T doubt 4§ she has even forgiven him.

Our recital, the musical event of the year, became a part of the enterts.
We, dressed 4in our best and scared fo death,

provided at the Opera House.

shivered in the wings while ocur fond and doting parents waited out gront fon
their prodigies to penform. The yearky progham was arranged according fo at il ¢
Lhe begimners appearning ginst and the morne skilled players coming, by way of cii
af the end. Needless fo say, 1 was always one of the ginst pernformerns of 4
evening. Even when my contemporaries wenre presenting the grand finale, 1,
overgromwn, awkward, suffering an agony of shyness, stumbled across the stag = anc
played my Little "Tha La La La." As the second on the progham in a class o,
fwenty odd. Those necitals did something to my souww. 1 find I cannot speak
Lhem with Levity; they Left a permanent sca.

Finally, aften six Long yeans, and several fruitless nebellious at home,
When T was excused from the schoof room 1o

Zook matterns into my own hands.

Zo ﬂw‘atudi.o, I Legt the schoclroom but, T never did neach my destinaticn

would hide for half an houn and read. When T was finakly discovered, and
music 4n my Life came to an abrupt but timely end, T was gfound behind the

Church neading "The Call of the Wild!" .
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Pasteurized

For the last" tuenty years a battle has been raglﬁg in Mar-
B
I don't mean that we inhabitants have been in a state

we ihave enjoyed perlods O
when the skirmishing

- linton.
f comparative

of siege all that iime.

quiet, usually during the winier months,
sn that permanent peace could

died down; but we have always ¥kno
at magnitude and

The question involved is of gre
al; the citizens are pariisan and intoler
gition to mellow with age.

never be ourss
ant;

the issue is vit
neither slde han ghown any dispo

lnnially, ‘the fighting breaks out, now at a bridge party, now ak
Laides grow insult.tng,

Per-

M - t-hi Lll-d.tu ‘Aid, now in the jury room.
year a vote is

o il s e

smtlmun angry, ohildren belligerent. EVery



R The QUesTion auvwavww == T°

s vital; the citizens are pariisan
to mellow with age. Per-

the issue 1 and intolerant;

neither side has shown &ny disposition

" ennially, the fightingﬁbraaka out, now at a tridge party, now ak

oom. Laides grow insulting,

the Ladiea Ald, now in the jury T

ohildren belligerent. Every year a vote is

gen:lenen angry,
taken, an official vote, in a regular eleotion,
-Cows are allowed %O walk the streets of

arries the headline,

and the outcome

is always the same,

¥arlinton unaccompanied. The county paper C

*Cows Win Again}®

The town is divided; religion, politics and scandal take
Mrs. Martin is the

a back seat when the cow question comes Upe

leader of the anti-cow party, and Mr. Snow heads the pr 0=COW
fnntian.' These ounmandara are unforgiving, and uncnnprnniuing.

't spoken for yearu. That is, they

Irn_ la:tin and Mr. Snow haven
the burning

haven't epoken to each other; thelr logquaciousness oD
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guestion, in other circles, increases daily. And thelr methcd

‘- _of proselyting are not always above raprnach.' "Brs. Alton, an
i " Anti-dow of several years standing, was heard volcing dedide il
: ‘pro-cow sentiments, recently. Her surpfised neighbors investi-
i :

gated and the awful truth was revealed. Mrs. Alton had beer ihe
recipient of several gifts of cream from Mr. Snowl '
The Pros, of course, are tha cow owners. Naturally, they

want their anlnala tu-eat grass, and the nﬁly grazing land in
o des ‘the ﬂn” 1# a.lung the side-walks andg‘tn tha vaocant lots of © ¢
e m- thl' Mtil. however, nelpla.'l.n that therein lies the poir
-; fﬁf '*#01,; situation, The cows not onlyr graze on the va.ani
lots, },_'}' :' 'm in the gnrdeni and yards and shrubbery of t/ 3




sant their animale TO ea® grass, EBNA wne oniy grazing land in
the valley is along the side-walks and bn ‘the vacant lote of the

tosn. The 4nt1-, however, oomplaln that therein lies the poin:

of the' uhnle situation,
lots, but also in the gardens and yards and shrubbery of the

The cows not only graze on the vacsa.

citicens; and this, in spite of the fact that high plcket fen.-.p

surround their perEItY.I Gates are sometimes left open by var.-

less people, and the indictment has been made, too, that se er.}

cows have opened gates themselves, Each time a resident ar -

in the morning and finds his spinach devoured, the Antis gain

convert, and the fighting breaks out afresh,
A ralativu of ours from the oity came to viuit us OnNe sw €r.

:‘%m night he played bridge until past midnight nrit.h ome frier
1-51 down the street. When he started home the town . was dark. LT

town light Company, assuming that all good citizens were at hone




Parce 3. rg-tnurtned

and safe in their beds by midnight, cut off all the street lights

a% Stwelve o'clock. Any people who might be abroad after that late

bour, should be ashamed of themselves, and glad to return home,
At any rate the young man started

unseen under cover of darknecs,
As he orept along the

home, feeling his way along the fences.

courthouse walk he stumbled and fell over a formidable and lively
His screams aroused the town,

object, a suddenly awakened cow.
I, myself, have never been a zealous supporter of elither

party. I have tried to remain neutral. I am one of those horrid,

ﬂhﬂu‘r creatures who prefer peace at any price, But if I
- T gquess I am a Pro. Although we haven't owned a
d




party, I bave tried to remaln NEULTAL. 1 8@ VLB Vi wHUno wwvs sauy
spinelees, creaturee who prefer peace at eny price, But if I
nm -n.ything, I guess I am a prn. Although we haven't owned a
cow for many years I recollect a delightful parade of my youth,
¥y father led the procession, carrying the milk bucket; I followed,
close upon his heels; Tackle, our lame Alrecale dog, came next;
and my two cats brought up the rear. 7Je“msrched, morning and even-
ing from our house to the barn, ¥e all superintended the milking,
and upon our return to the house assisted in the consumption of
the milk, Our ritual never varied. The three bowls cn the back
porch and one in the kitchen were filled and emptiad twice a day.
One mer, after I had been absent for the better part of
& year, I casually remarked thet the island in the bend of the
ereek was a picturesque epot; the cows grazing there lent an

Atmosphere of rural pesce rarely found in a town the size of

‘L..g;._
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Marlinton., I realized my misiake before the words were oul of
my mouth, The two Antis, who were in the car with me, close

friends uf gina from childhood, have been.gﬁticeahly cool ever"

eince, Tha ‘situation, already tense, was nct lightened when I
le a cow took

had to stop the car at the next corner and wait whi

her leisurely way across the stireet,

Even when I am absent I ar kept informed as %o developments

The latest bulletin from the front carries surpriﬁing newss 7I1he

cows themselves have taken up the issue now. Heretofore they have

shown 1ittle interest in the affiér, remaining calm and plaoid

and uqbnnnernﬂd. But the constant bickering is begiikning to tell
¥

The cows are finally realizing that their]ggf;fhmad contentment

is threatened, Tliey have taken steps. nr..Bnrnellla Daisy,

wilfully and with malice aforethought, on Tuesday last, had a

caelf in Mrs. Martin's front ygidl




